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HOUSTON ASIAN CHAMBER OF
COMMERCE

HON. PETE OLSON

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 23, 2015

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
commemorate the 25th anniversary of the
Houston Asian Chamber of Commerce.

The Houston Asian Chamber of Commerce
has served our community well for 25 suc-
cessful years. They have been vigilant in their
mission to develop future business leaders
and to promote the economic development of
Houston-area Asian-American communities.
The Asian Chamber of Commerce also has a
pivotal role in promoting trade for both Hous-
ton, Texas and Asia. Chamber Co-chairs
Samina Farid, Gordon Quan and Stephen Le,
Sr. recently threw an event that truly honored
the achievements of the last 25 years.

On behalf of the Twenty-Second Congres-
sional District of Texas, congratulations again
to the Houston Asian Chamber of Commerce
on a wonderful 25 years. Thank you for all
that you have done for our community.

———

HONORING THE 17TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE LICKING UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

HON. JASON SMITH

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 23, 2015

Mr. SMITH of Missouri. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to honor the 175th anniversary of the
Licking United Methodist Church located in
Licking, Missouri. The church was organized
in 1840 as the first Methodist Society of Lick-
ing which met at parishioners’ homes and later
a schoolhouse.

Since its founding, the church’s space and
membership have steadily grown. By 1937 the
church had built an entire new sanctuary with
a seating capacity of roughly 500 people and
added a new cobblestone vestibule and bell
tower in 1950. In addition to providing a place
for communal prayer for a devoted congrega-
tion, they also actively serve the local commu-
nity. The church has regular food drives, hosts
free dinners open to all, organizes blood
drives, and even supports a community gar-
den. Through its long and rich history, the
church’s vital congregation has remained an
integral part of the city of Licking.

For their ongoing dedication to serving
Christ and their community, it is my pleasure
to honor the Licking United Methodist Church
on their 175th anniversary before the House of
Representatives.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. STEPHEN LEE FINCHER

OF TENNESSEE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 23, 2015

Mr. FINCHER. Mr. Speaker, on June 18,
2015, | missed a Roll Call vote. Had | been
present, | would have voted “YEA” on Roll
Call #375, on passage of the Protect Medical
Innovation Act.
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TRIBUTE TO DR. DAN KINNEY
HON. DAVID YOUNG

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 23, 2015

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Dr. Dan Kinney, President
of lowa Western Community College in Coun-
cil Bluffs, lowa. Dr. Kinney has devoted his ca-
reer to the community college system. lowa
Western Community College has been a vital
part of the development of Southwest lowa
since being founded in 1967, and Dr. Kinney
has led the college for the past 21 years. Dr.
Kinney has been responsible for the growth
and expansion of this outstanding community
college. He has helped to build a learning in-
stitution that has a reputation for providing a
quality education and producing skilled grad-
uates.

lowa Western currently offers 84 different
vocational and technical programs, as well as
Arts and Sciences transfer majors. Current en-
rollment exceeds 5,500 students and there are
over 42,795 enrolliments in continuing edu-
cation classes each year. In recognition of Dr.
Kinney’s successful tenure, the College Board
of Trustees recently announced that the new
engineering and technology building would be
named in his honor. This honor is given to Dr.
Kinney for his dedication and determination to
move the college forward by meeting the
growing demand for students in engineering
and technology.

Dr. Kinney’s leadership has been critical to
the development of this premier, state-of-the-
art, and respected learning institution in the
state of lowa. Dr. Kinney is an lowan who has
made a difference in the lives of many and for
that we are deeply proud. He has dedicated
his life to helping and serving others and so it
is with great honor that | recognize him today.
| know my colleagues in the House join me in
honoring his accomplishments. | thank him for
his service and wish him and his family all the
best moving forward.

IN RECOGNITION OF THE SAC-
RAMENTO JAPANESE AMERICAN
CITIZENS LEAGUE SCHOLARSHIP
RECIPIENTS

HON. DORIS 0. MATSUI

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 23, 2015

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Sacramento Japanese American
Citizens League’s annual high school scholar-
ship recipients. As the members of the Sac-
ramento Japanese American Citizens League
and the students gather to celebrate, | ask all
of my colleagues to join me in recognizing
these deserving young women and men.

Each year, the Sacramento Japanese Amer-
ican Citizens League provides scholarships to
a select group of high school students who
have demonstrated academic excellence,
community service and commitment to pursue
a higher education. These students will be
honored in a public ceremony at the Sac-
ramento  Japanese  American  Citizens
League’s scholarship dinner this evening. This
year the following outstanding students will re-
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ceive scholarships: Kevin Abdelnour, John F.
Kennedy High School; Kenji Bennett, Mira
Loma High School; Quinn S. Fuji, C.K.
McClatchy High School; Lindsey Kikumoto,
Laguna Creek High School; Benjamin
Kopania, Oak Ridge High School; Reid
Masaki, West Campus High School; Jasper
Miura, Mira Loma High School; and Alex
Playdon, C.K. McClatchy High School.

| would also like to recognize last years
scholarship recipients: Sydney Kajioka, La-
guna Creek High School; Aaron Matsuda, C.K.
McClatchy High School; Kari Nakamura, John
F. Kennedy High School; Matthew Nakatomi,
John F. Kennedy High School; Rebecca Uda,
C.K. McClatchy High School; and Kayla
Umemoto, Mira Loma High School.

The Sacramento Japanese American Citi-
zens League is dedicated to advancing the
civil rights of all Americans, while also leading
the Japanese American community to further
social and economic equality. | trust that the
students being recognized will carry this tradi-
tion forward to protect the civil rights of all of
our citizens and stay engaged in their commu-
nities.

Mr. Speaker, as these students are being
recognized by the Japanese American Citi-
zens League members, | ask my colleagues to
join me in wishing them success in their future
endeavors.

———

HONORING DR. LUCIANO
FRANCISCO RAMON BACA

HON. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM

OF NEW MEXICO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, June 23, 2015

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of New
Mexico. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to honor the
life of Dr. Luciano Francisco Ramon Baca,
otherwise known as “Lu” in his beloved com-
munity.

Born and raised in Las Vegas, New Mexico,
Dr. Lu dedicated his life in the service of oth-
ers and to his fellow New Mexicans. For more
than 10 years, Lu worked as a Social Studies
teacher at Leah Harvey Middle School teach-
ing students the heartfelt principles, values,
and beliefs that make our country great. Dr.
Lu's work transcended the classroom; as
Head of the Legislative Educational Com-
mittee Lu spearheaded efforts to better fi-
nance and improve educational outcomes in
New Mexico.

Dr. Lu also had a firm belief that our work-
force—the individuals who gave their hard
work, persistence and determination to build
our country—deserved the support and protec-
tions they earned when they retired. After
serving in state government, Lu dedicated his
life to senior citizens, and carried out every
task with the full weight of his energy. He
served as the former chief of public school fi-
nance for the New Mexico Department of Fi-
nance and Administration, helped create the
constitution of the State Board of Education as
well as the equalized Public School Funding
Formula in 1974, and served on the Board of
Directors for La Familia Medical Center and
with the AARP for 15 years.

More than anything, Lu loved his family and
wife of 55 years, Mindy Esquibel Baca. In fact,
it was rare to find a time when they were not
sharing an experience together, celebrating a
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